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1. Introduction 
 
This submission to Clare County Council has been prepared by Hassett Leyden & 
Associates on behalf of The Poor Clares. 
 
It relates to a site in the Francis Street area of Ennis and is submitted on foot of the 
preparation of the new County Development Plan of 2023-2029.  The site in question 
consists of those lands zoned as “Community” in the current Clare County 
Development Plan of 2017-2023.  
 

 
Subject Lands of this submission outlined in red. 

 
This submission seeks to have the land which is already zoned as “community” under 
the current Clare County Development Plan of 2017-2023 and to have them continue 
to be zoned as community in the new Clare County Development Plan of 2023-2029 
and excluded from the zoning titled “The Friar’s Way Transformational Project”.  The 
land which is the subject of this rezoning submission are in the ownership of the Poor 
Clares and encompass an area of just over 2.02 hectares. 
 
  



 

2. Opportunity Presented by the Clare County Development Plan 
of 2023-2029 

 
Clare County Council will in the near future be updating the Clare County Development 
Plan for 2023-2029. 
 
The preparation of this Development Plan for the County of Clare provides a suitable 
opportunity for the presentation of submissions to Clare County Council in support of 
the case for the subject site currently zoned as "community" within the current County 
Development Plan, for their zoning to continue to be zoned as “community” under the 
new Clare County Development Plan for 2023-2029 and to be excluded under the 
zoning titled “The Friar’s Way Transformational Project”. 
 
This submission seeks to establish the context of the site with regard to: 
(a) The location, character and extent of the land. 
(b) The site’s relationship with the Poor Clare Monastery and their monastic way 

of life. 
(c) The site and its enclosure is a vital part of the "contemplative" element of the 

Order and is integral to the Order’s way of life. 
(d) The site in the context of what it means to the Poor Clares as their only outdoor 

space in which they can regenerate and be connected to nature. 
 
The submission establishes within this context the manner in which the site if zoned 
as part of the “The Friar’s Way Transformational Project” under the new Clare County 
Development Plan of 2023-2029 will in fact destroy the entire functioning of the 
monastery and will ultimately force the Poor Clares to leave Ennis, to which they have 
been an integral part of the community since 1958. 
 

 

Extract CCC Draft Development Plan 2023-2029, Poor Clare Monastery outlined in GREEN.  



 

3. Site Description 
 
The subject site of just over 2.02 ha is located in the Francis Street area of Ennis and 
backs on to the Temple Gate Hotel, and the Dunnes Stores Multi-Storey parking area.  
It is part of the Poor Clares monastery for the last 64 years. The Poor Clares monastery 
is composed of the monastery building facing Francis Street and the monastery 
garden is orientated to the rear of the property. 
 
The Order of Saint Clare is working within the community and thus the central location 
in Ennis and is also an enclosed order meaning that the private garden to the rear is 
the only amenity the sisters have and is vitally important to the Order and to their quiet, 
contemplative monastic life. 
 
 

4. Zoning Issue 
 

• The community zoning is acknowledged and should remain as such in the 
County Development Plan.  It conforms with the actual use as a monastery by 
the Order of St. Clare.   

 

• The description in the draft County Development plan of the “The Friar’s Way 
Transformational Project” is clearly unwarranted or to state that the lands are 
under utilised and might be “up for grabs” for a wider project.  In relation to the 
Poor Clares Sisters site, the land is in full use for the purpose of a monastery 
and there is absolutely no surplus land that could be included in a different 
project.  

 

• The Poor Clares sisters have engaged with Clare County Council on this matter 
and made their points clear in their correspondence dated the 10th of August 
2020 and the 11th February 2021 addressed to Mr. Conneally and clearly 
pointed out their position. A copy is attached. We request that the content of 
these letters be acknowledged. 

 

• The Poor Clares sisters have no intention of selling part or any of their property 
in Ennis and thus without their consent it is clearly unjustified to include the 
portion of their property in a manner that would result in effectively carving up 
and destroying the monastery.  The order at their own expense purchased 
lands to the south in 1995 to ensure a buffer or protection zone for the closed 
order and its amenity. 

 

• We realise the endeavours of Clare County Council to address wider public 
realm issues in the County Development Plan but we would stress that one 
cannot made wider plans with lands that are not available for development for 
such a purpose. 

  



 

 
 

• We believe that this area of the town centre can be transformed with the same 
outcomes and excluding the Poor Clares Sisters site.  A public realm project 
needs to be designed with realistically available land for the project.  Sorting 
out the public realm issues will take a lot of imagination and outside the box 
thinking and will need to acknowledge the presence of a monastery in the 
centre of Ennis. Appropriate and imaginative planning can integrate and 
enhance the existing urban fabric of the Poor Clares monastery. 

5. Conclusions 
 
It is clear that the arbitrary outline of the “The Friar’s Way Transformational Project” 
goes beyond the realistically available property for such a project.  It is also clear that 
the Poor Clares monastery cannot be arbitrarily carved up and lands designated as 
under utilised without fully understanding the workings of a monastery and monastic 
life.  
 
We therefore request that the Poor Clares monastic way of living be totally respected 
and that the entire property be removed from the “The Friar’s Way Transformational 
Project” outline. 
 
Including part of the Poor Clares property on the “The Friar’s Way Transformational 
Project” would clearly be an attack on the established Poor Clares Order and seriously 
jeopardise their future existence here in Ennis.  We are confident that this is not the 
intention of Clare County Council and that everyone recognises the tremendous work 
that has been done over the last 70 years by the Poor Clares monastery.  Their 
ongoing presence in Ennis is welcome and provides vital ecclesiastical support to the 
community. 
 
 
 
  



 

ANNEXE – 1 -PROPERTY MAP OF LANDS 
 
 

 
  



 

ANNEXE – 2 -COPY OF CORRESPONDENCE 
Letter sent by the Poor Clares to the Council in 2020 about the garden and the Ennis 
2040 plan. 

 



 



 

 
  



 

Liam Conneally’s reply to the Poor Clares in 2020 
 



 

 
  



 

Poor Clares reply to Liam Conneally in 2021. 
 

 


