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Issues Paper Clare County Council Draft Development Plan 2022-2028
Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to you in relation to two priorities which both the Elected Members and eminent
Administrators of our town of Ennis aspire to deliver in order to meet the demands of our
community, namely- zoned land development and delivering the Green agenda.

Specifically, | wish to submit in advance of the drafting of the next County Development Plan, that
lands at St Flannan’s College should be developed to meet the needs of the Community, whilst
preserving recreational facilities, nature and delivering on the objectives around the Green Agenda.

The lands adjoining the school were, in the past, designated as ‘Open Space’ with an exceptional
number of casual runners and walkers, athletic and GAA clubs and youths availing of the facilities.
This demand and use remain to this day. Indeed, one could argue that there is even a greater
demand for recreational facilities in these challenging times.

At some point, some lands were rezoned as ‘community’. The lands were, despite the objection of
the then Acting Chief Executive,’ eventually rezoned for low density housing (LDH), by way of a
Members Resolution?. A further attempt to convert from LDH to residential was not approved.?

In July 2019, it was announced that a 5.09 acre site was secured for the relocation of St Joseph’s
Hospital, upon which a 100 bed community nursing facility will be built. This will obviously be subject
in time to a design which aligns it with a mature residential neighbourhood on two sides and deals
with limited access, followed by an appropriate planning application.

What is of concern is that this site contains a tree line of old and mature trees which, in my opinion,
should be preserved as they are the epitome of the history, character and tradition of the school.
Furthermore, they would add to the surroundings of the new facilities, inline with those trees
currently on the site of the existing hospital.

In addition, the site comprises both community and LDH lands. The Community lands encroach
towards those which are designated as ‘Open Space and it is my fear that there will be a further
erosion of the ‘Community’ and ‘Open Space’ designation, over time at this site, for non-recreational
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purposes. Further potential evidence of this is that access serving the site will be through Gallows
Hill and that the new entrance will access both the c. 5.09 acres as well as the balance of the lands
remaining within the College.

Finally, the development of these lands decommissions more playing facilities for pupils and public
alike and this was the basis, on 19" May 2016, for the Chief executive to explain his decline decision
as the following-

“..this is the only area of Community zoning in the Southern half of the Ennis Settlement. | am also
mindful of the growing requirement for school places.....”

When we look at some of the questions in the Strategic Issues Paper (as below), we can achieve the
delivery of the new healthcare facility whilst preserving our green areas. | laud the efforts of all
involved in upgrading the St Joseph’s facility and welcome its future delivery. Our Community needs
and deserves it. | would also have to acknowledge and thank the Diocesan/College Trustees for
making the lands accessible to all, down through the years.

“How can we support the provision and maintenance of attractive Community Spaces to serve town
and village communities?”

“Are there any pieces of Green Infrastructure that you are aware of in the County that could be
developed further to benefit the community?”

“Community facilities include the provision of libraries, schools, childcare facilities, open space,
playgrounds, leisure facilities and health centres”

“Green Infrastructure is now an integral element in planning and features throughout all planning
themes of the Clare County Development Plan. The Plan must seek to support Green Infrastructure
in recognition of its value for recreation amenity and the proven health and well-being benefits it
provides.”

“How could the County Development Plan promote and encourage the inclusion of Green
Infrastructure into new developments?”

That is why | am asking that all decision makers enshrine all further lands at St Flannans College,
which is a small portion of Community zoned and larger area of Open Space, in the next plan for use
as recreational only, with a long term commitment to continuing in that vain.

Yours Sincerely,

Patrick Walzer



Chief Executive’s Report (to the Elected Members on submissions received on the Draft Clare County
Development Plan 2017-2023) 19" May 2016
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Ref. 389 P. Coleman and Associates on behalf of Killaloe Diocesan :
Trust Submission No. 389 - Existing 15 /

Draft Development Plan [E—p—
Key words. Enms . —

Summary of the Issues Raised in the Submission
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This submission refars 1o iands cwred by the K-luu Diccesan Trust within St. Flannan's .ww' P~
complax, Ennis, which i idensifed as Plot A an vg mag ard ar total \.
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currently zored "Communizy” and it '8 not propasac to change this zoning in the d-a% Plan.
The submission requests the planning authority to one Plot A as "Residental”
Tha submission notes the proximity of Plat A to the tawn cantre makes the land idealy suiced for &

rasidentsl davilopment. It & their cpintion that mdasification o "Residental” roring would be
compatible with the adjcining residential land uses and the pacte of development in the ares and
wonld not therefors seriously injure the amanities of the ares or of the propersies

Chief Executive's Response
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Appendix 2

July 2016

Booklet 4

Members Resolution

to Amend the Draft Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023
in accordance with Section 12(6) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Ennis Municipal District
Written Statement and Maps

Resolution Submission | Settlement Members’ Resolution Members’ Reasons and Considerations
Ref. Ref:

Residential to Recreation as per attached map.

E.44 389 Ennis Cha‘nge zoning from Community to Low Density | Proximity to the town, easy access to
Residential as per attached map. schoals, ciose to services,
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Chief Executive’s Report (To the Elected Members on submissions received on proposed
amendments to the Draft Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023 — 08" November 2016

Chief Executive’s Repart on on Proposed 2 the Draft Clare Camnty
Development Plan 2017-2023

Ref. 041 Killaloe Diocesan Trust c/o P. Coleman & Associates
Submission Summary

The proposed smendments to Drafz Clare County Davalopmaent Plan 2617-2023 e noted B0
tha zoning objective for part uF thalr lang-halding at s;. Flarnsn's Coliege ha: re-categorises
fram Community to Low Density Residental (LDR). It -s requested that the p‘oacud Low Density

| (LDR) zoning cbjectiva ba re- (R esnis bazer
uites 1o the site anc can be ceemed 1o be miwmmn in carms of Sooun 12{10)(c)i) of the
Planning and Developman: Act 2000, as amendec, gven tha: the n—ma:a the Zoning ohjectve
ia the sama and the preposed changs s simply 30 intenyficazion of the same ure.

There ané & number of reasoni ivar € Supoe= the reguest for d waw.ﬁ;i‘cr Lew
Dansity Residential (LDR) tc Residental, some of which indude tha: the site is sravegcaly
located within the town and is 8 much sought afeer lecation: dnmuvm%bccﬂlm ll'gm
nud-nﬁnﬂr:m.dpamiorhnddmﬁt:&mtmwm B S

wauld be in compliance with nat-onal policy and the sequential approach to development within the
town: istensfication of residential uaes withis u:sm:“ residencal areas should be encouraged o
2s ta ensure tha proper planning and sustainsble elcomart of the area. The landowner i
interasted in providing community housing on sarne of their landholdings.

If the request in this submission is rot to be adapted ther It & requested that the propesed zzaing
of Low Density Residental as outlined in the proposed amendments to the dra’ Plan be adopred

Chief Executive’s Response

I thank the Killsloe Diccasan Trus: for their submissicn. The site in questicn is the subject of &
proposed amendment. However, proposad amencments may either be adopted or the zoning may
revers 1o thet which sppearac lr\rhiDr'&Dcahmehn The Planning snd Develcpmant Az,
2000 states that & further modRcation to @0 alerion shall not be mada where iz relates t an
rmhmmdhrﬂmdhrm—rmqu vadﬁrn‘umq-_mddmmnqmn
incresse in the erea of land zoned for Residental purposes. it cannct be accommedated #t th
tme.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
1 racommand the: the proposed smandmaent to the Dra®t Clare County Develepmans Blas 2017-

2023, which refates to a change in zoning from Community ta Low Density Residential, be adopted
without the further propesed modification requested in this submission.
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